ORIGINAL PERFORMANCE

ROUND _______________ 

SPEAKER CODE: ______________
INSTRUCTIONS TO JUDGES:
1. Original Performance is a competition in which contestants present literature of their own creation. The script and work contained within it must be written by the student performing the material. Think of it as a as a spoken portfolio of their work. The original selection may be dramatic, humorous, narrative, poetic, or any combination of these writing styles. The performance may consist of one or more selections. The format of the overall program is at the discretion of the performer. This program may not have been used in forensic competition by the student prior to the current competitive season.

2. Limited singing (defined as 50 words or less) as part of a larger piece of literature is allowed, and limited percussive instruments designed to keep a beat or rhythm are allowed, provided that they are a backdrop to a piece of literature, and not the focus. A contestant should be penalized for instrumentation that distracts attention from literature. Additional props are not allowed.

3. The presentation may be memorized; however, competitors should not be penalized for reading directly from their source material. The contestants should be evaluated on poise, quality of composition, use of voice, physical expression and, especially, the ability to express their work and the content contained within it consistently. Movement in this event should be contained within a one step-radius. The emphasis in this event is on the presentation of their work, not physical interpretation. It is acceptable for the competitor to sit on a chair or stool so long as it is not used as a prop piece. No more than 50 words of the piece may be quoted from another source. A written copy must be available for the tournament director, if requested.
4. The selection should be five to ten minutes in length. If a speaker goes over or falls below these times, that contestant may not be awarded first place in the round.
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SPEAKING TIME __________________________

JUDGE _________________________ SCHOOL

Please make specific comments about this speaker on the back of this ballot.
